Request for Proposal
Public Art
Plainwell Arts Council/City of Plainwell
The Plainwell Arts Council in conjunction with the City of Plainwell is accepting proposals for public
art. The project can be a sculpture or a mural.
Background: In 2019, the mayor of Plainwell passed away. The area for the sculpture project was
recently named “Mayor Brooks Plaza”. This public art piece is being commissioned for the city in
recognition of Mayor Brooks’ service to the community.
Deadline for proposal: June 15, 2022
Installation completed by October 15, 2022
Budget: A $12,000 purchase prize inclusive of all materials (including artist’s own materials),
fabrication, installation, any artist fee and all travel required by the artist. Paid at 15% upon
approval and start of fabrication, 85% upon completion and approval. Within reason, modifications
made to the site based on winning concept/recommendations will be made by the City of Plainwell.
Eligibility: Any professional artist, or team of artists, 18 years of age or older regardless of race,
color, religion, national origin, gender, age, military status, sexual orientation, marital status, or
physical or mental disability. Artist(s) must have experience in exterior, medium scale public sculpture in
low maintenance, highly durable materials. Must have completed at least 2 public art commissions.
Demonstrated success in creating artwork incorporated into site-specific locations. Experience with
engagement in and working with a diverse community and key stakeholders. Available to begin work
immediately to meet the demands of a fast-track design process.
Contract: Artists or collaborations selected for this installation will be required to enter into a
contract with the City of Plainwell, agreeing to abide by the terms included in this RFP. No additional
and/or contingency funds will be available for RFP applicants.
Deadline: Received by June 15, 2022 no later than 5pm.
Guidelines
1. This call for public art is open to any Michigan emerging and professional artists. The project calls for
design, fabrication and installation of artwork.
2. Work must be suitable for outdoor installation in mediums of stone, steel, wood or other highly durable
material that can sustain inclement weather including, snow, rain, high winds, high heat, below zero
temperatures and it is near a major highway (M-89) and therefore will be exposed to winter salt.
3. Work should withstand a high traffic environment and be resistant to vandalism.
4. Works must be structurally capable and designed to be secured by steel plate, or directly into concrete.
5. Works should be designed so that future maintenance is kept to a minimum. Any maintenance
requirements must be described in detail. Include a maintenance schedule with anticipated costs.
6. Work must be fabricated in a manner that does not distract vehicular traffic.

Insurance/Liability: The artist will be responsible for obtaining any necessary insurance policies to
cover transportation and installation of the artwork. A written hold harmless agreement between the
Plainwell Arts Council, the City of Plainwell and the artist will be drawn up for the selected artist.
Proper fencing will be required during installation to protect the public.
Artist Public Relations: The artist agrees to avail him/herself to the ceremonial unveiling of their
installation. Date TBD
Project Description.
About Plainwell:
Plainwell, formerly known as Plainfield, became an incorporated municipality in 1869, and later became
designated as a city on March 12, 1934.
Early settlers called this area the "Gun Plains" after the Gun River which flows through an area of fertile
grassy plains and gently rolling hills. The surrounding countryside is still used extensively for farming and
fruit growing. The heart of the 1.81 square mile City of Plainwell is located on an island that was created in
1856 when a mill race was dug across a bend in the Kalamazoo River. The small central business district is
situated at the intersection of Main, Bridge and Allegan Streets and extends outward approximately two
blocks in all directions. (Note: this intersection is where the proposed art piece will be placed and is an
area of high visibility). The tree-lined residential sections of the city surround this core commercial area.
Allegan Street, which enters the city on a diagonal and is the principal artery connecting it to U. S. 131 to
the west, contains a mixture of commercial, industrial and domestic buildings. A second small industrial
area is located at the eastern edge of the city at the junction of two railroad lines.
About the honoree:
This project is a memorial to Mayor Richard Brooks who passed away in 2019. Brooks lived in Plainwell
for about 53 years and he and his wife Theresa have three sons, Chris, Pete, and Brian (deceased), and five
grandchildren. He was a family man. He sponsored a golf outing each year in his son’s name to provide
college scholarships to Plainwell High School graduates.
Rick served on the city council for 26 years and spent 20 of those as mayor, last being reelected in 2018.
Rick loved his grandchildren and reading to them that included his participation in the Dr. Seuss reading
event at the local library. He was very involved in our Christmas festivities and would signal the lighting
of the towns Christmas tree annually, always with a Top Hat on his head. He had an easy-going and
approachable style. He loved music especially old Rock and Roll. He always had a smile on his face and
was a true champion of residents of Plainwell. He did a lot of writing in journals and was interested in
history. He also loved being involved in a Fantasy Football league with many of his friends at his side.

Sculpture Site Specifications
The site is at the intersection of Main Street, M-89, and Bridge Street in downtown Plainwell. It
is a high visibility site. We encourage you to visit the plaza to get a better perspective of the site. The
preferred location of the new sculpture will replace the old sculpture and is located in the North
flowerbed. The bed can be altered to ensure installation.

Mural Site Specifications
The mural will be located on the north side of a commercial building known as Plainwell Auto located
at 155 N. Main Street in Plainwell. The building is 100 feet long and is an open canvas. The mural
can be between 35’ to 100’ allowing the artist to use a portion or all of the space. Below is a photo of
the space. The art on the left side of the wall is scheduled for removal. The mural should begin on the
left edge of the building and move right. It is approximately 35 feet from the left edge of the building
to the first large square window. This space is expected to be used. The artist can continue further
right and has use of the entire north side. Interested artists are encourage to visit the sight to get
exact measurements and site conditions. The mural should be at least 12 inches off the sidewalk to
avoid drainage.
It is expected that exterior paints be used and ones that are durable. A UV sealer is also
recommended.

How to Apply

Proposal MUST include:
1. Concept statement (no more than 2500 words)
2. Why you are interested in this project?
3. Why the City/Plainwell Arts Council should choose your proposal
4. What is the inspiration for this concept?
5. How will you accomplish the proposed piece?
6. Drawings/sketches/renderings should include:
A. Materials/media for each portion
B. Scale and dimensions.
C. Color
D. Weight
E. Any additional equipment needed (lights, electricity, etc.)
F. Renderings should show multiple angles/perspective.
7. Fabrication Method
8. Installation schedule
9. Projected maintenance requirements
10. Resume/CV
11. Artist Website and/or social media
12. Three professional references with contact information
13. Enclose up to 10 photos, drawings, sketches, outlining completed public art projects with
contact information for these sites.
14. Total Cost of Project
Submissions: Must be received by mail in a sealed envelope by June 15, 2022 at 5pm. Please account for
mailing time.
Plainwell Arts Council RFP
PO Box 383
Plainwell, MI 49080
Questions may be addressed to Cathy Green, Treasurer, Plainwell Arts Council
(269)685-3161, or greensees@icloud.

Selection Process
1.

An ad hoc selection panel made up of one Arts Council Member, the Economic
Development Director, and the Department Of Public Works Superintendent will screen
proposals to ensure they meet the guidelines describe above and that all criteria for
submission were complete. Those criteria include but are not limited to:
A.
Detail to completeness of the proposal
B.
Overall aesthetic of the proposed artwork
C.
Does it embody the vision?
D.
Does it enhance the community
E.
Suitability for outdoor placement
F.
Artist shows/demonstrates evidence of ability to follow through and meet
deadlines
G.
Media
H.
Subject matter

2.

Projects meeting criteria of the RFP will be presented to the residents of Plainwell (and
project donors over $20) and a formal vote will take place on a publicized date. Each
resident or donor, if they chose to vote will have exactly one vote. The proposal with
the most public votes will be chosen for installation.

3.

Voting will take place on a publicized date with artist available on site at the voting
location to discuss their proposal.

Terms:
1. The City of Plainwell and the Plainwell Arts Council will not accept responsibility for loss or
damage of artist’s submission materials.
2. The City of Plainwell Public Works Department will assist the exhibiting artists in placement and
installation of their work (I.e. cranes and manpower)
3. The City of Plainwell will be responsible for all maintenance and repairs from vandalism or
accidents to the installation.
4. Photographs of artwork may be reproduced for advertisement and educational purposes. It is
further understood the public might photograph artwork.
5. Sculptures will be insured by the City of Plainwell during the time of installation.
6. The artist will be responsible for transportation to and from the site during fabrication and
installation.
7. Title of ownership for the art piece will be transferred to the City of Plainwell only after
installation.

Photos of our honoree:

